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2014 EXHIBITION SCHEDULE 

 
Decorative art, books, and liturgical treasures commissioned by Catherine the Great explore the 

powerful empress’s lasting imprint on the art and culture of Russia 
 

Marjorie Merriweather Post’s exquisite collection of Cartier jewelry and luxury items explores the 
importance of the jeweler to one of its most assiduous American collectors 

 
 

Passion of the Empress: Catherine the Great’s Art Patronage 
February 15-June 8, 2014 
 
A dazzling array art in porcelain, gold, silver, and 

enamel; liturgical treasures; and images of the 

empress in all types of media reveal the power and 

patronage that marked the reign of Catherine the 

Great , one of Russia’s foremost art collectors and 

shrewdest political and cultural leaders. For 34 

years (r. 1762-96), Catherine reigned over a golden 

age of Russian culture, founding what would 

become the State Hermitage Museum and 

transforming St. Petersburg into one of Europe’s 

cultural centers. Passion of the Empress presents a 

selection of finely-crafted decorative objects and 

works of art to explore how the famous tsaritsa 

masterfully blended traditions of Byzantium with 

the Western neoclassical style that was a hallmark of the Enlightenment, to create an art form that 

was distinctly Russian. Though she is best known for collecting thousands of paintings, Catherine 

commissioned splendid metalwork, porcelain, glasswork, and books for her own use and as gifts for 

courtiers. It is in these objects that the blending of Byzantine and classical influences shows Catherine’s 

desire to forge a new direction for Russian culture and align it with the West.  
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Many of the objects in the exhibition bring focus to Catherine’s use of ancient and medieval 

carved cameos and intaglios and her incorporation of those into her commissions for new works of art. 

With the stunning Buch Chalice as the centerpiece, 27 works from Hillwood’s Russian imperial art 

collection form the foundation of the exhibition. Other lenders to the exhibition include the 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Walters Art Museum, Dumbarton Oaks, The Birmingham Museum of 

Art, and private collections. 

The exhibition is supported by Kyra Cheremeteff and Tom Richardson, Mr. and Mrs. Dale Church, 

Mrs. Daniel P. Davison, and Elizabeth Trey. All exhibitions and programs are funded in part by the U.S. 

Commission on the Fine Arts through the National Capital Arts and Cultural Affairs program, and by the DC 

Commission on the Arts & Humanities, an agency supported in part by the National Endowment for the 

Arts. 

 

Cartier: Marjorie Merriweather Post’s Dazzling Gems 
June 7, 2014-January 18, 2015 
Marjorie Merriweather Post was one of Cartier’s most 

important and enduring clients. From the 1920s through the 

1960s, Post commissioned some of the most exquisite jewelry 

sets, fashionable accessories, and finely-crafted jeweled 

frames of any American collector. For their return from the 

Grand Palais in Paris, where they are featured in Cartier: Le 

Style et L’Histoire—an exhibition on view from December 

2013 to February 2014—a selection of jewelry and objects 

from Hillwood’s distinguished Cartier collection will offer a 

dazzling perspective on the important role that Cartier played 

in the life and style of this American icon. 

 An exotic brooch—made of seven carved Indian 

emeralds and considered to be one Cartier’s finest creations, 

a glittering diamond and sapphire necklace, and other 

impressive jewelry will be displayed alongside Post’s deeply 

personal collection of art deco jeweled frames, which Post had designed specifically to match 

miniatures and photo portraits of her family and her. Other personal luxury items, including a silver 

and enamel dressing table set and a beaded and platinum evening bag as well as glamorous portraits, 

paintings, and historic photos and correspondence, illustrate Post’s permeating use of Cartier jewelry 

and art objects to contribute to her style and persona. 

All exhibitions and programs are funded in part by the U.S. Commission on the Fine Arts through 

the National Capital Arts and Cultural Affairs program, and by the DC Commission on the Arts & Humanities, 

an agency supported in part by the National Endowment for the Arts. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
Location:   4155 Linnean Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 

Metro: VanNess/UDC, Red Line (20 minute walk) 
 
Information:  (202) 686-5807 for information or www.HillwoodMuseum.org 
 
Hours:  Tuesday through Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm; Select Sundays, 1 to 5 pm. Closed 

Mondays, most holidays, and for several weeks in January. 
  
Café: The HILLWOOD Café serves lunch Tuesday through Saturday from 11:00 am 

to 3:30 pm.  
Afternoon Tea is served on Sundays only from 1 to 3:30 pm. 
Express Dining, featuring a quick selection of sandwiches, salads, snacks, and 
beverages (cash only) is available Tuesday through Saturday from 10 am to 4 
pm and Sunday from 1 to 4 pm. Call (202) 686-5807 for café 
reservations. 

 
Suggested   $15, $12 seniors, $10 college students, $5 for visitors age 6 to 18. 
Donation:  No donation is suggested for children under 6. 
  

# # # 
 

One of the premier art collector’s museums in the United States, Hillwood Estate, Museum and 
Gardens is dedicated to enlightening and engaging visitors with an experience inspired by founder 
Marjorie Merriweather Post’s passion for excellence, gracious hospitality, and intent to preserve and 
share the beauty and history of her collections, garden, and estate. Home to the foremost collection of 
Russian imperial art in the United States and impeccable French furnishings and objects, Hillwood is set 
upon 25 acres of gardens and surrounding woodlands in northwest Washington, D.C. Twelve acres of 
enchanting formal gardens include a Japanese-style garden, a Rose Garden, and a French parterre. 
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